
ALCOHOL POLICIES

Parks are often used for family reunions, rallies, weddings and other 

special events. For many of these, event organizers would like to 

serve alcohol. However, consumption of alcohol on park property 

poses a number of potential risks. It is best to develop a policy 

regarding alcohol use in your parks and recreation areas, and enforce 

the policy consistently.
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Alcohol policies in parks are as varied as the counties 

in Minnesota. Some ban alcohol outright. Others 

allow only beer and wine. Some policies require 

special permits from the park. Others limit the 

areas where alcohol can be consumed. Still others 

impose limits only on large groups, requiring proof 

of insurance, licensed bar tenders and a license if 

alcohol is to be served.

Developing an alcohol policy is a local political 

decision. No matter what the decision is, it will upset 

some people; therefore, the policy needs to be  

well-thought out and approved by the park’s 

governing board.

RECOMMENDATIONS
MCIT does not have a specific recommendation 

regarding the direction your organization should take 

in adopting an alcohol policy, but MCIT does suggest 

that your organization follow these recommendations 

at a minimum:

The policy decision should be made by the board 
and in consultation with the county attorney or 
other legal counsel. 

The policy should comply with all federal, state and 
local laws.

You should post the alcohol policy throughout the 
park in highly visible locations.

You need to enforce the alcohol policy consistently. 

You should address the policy in all appropriate 
written agreements.

CONSIDERATIONS
To help you develop the best policy for your parks and 

recreation areas, consider the kinds of interactions 

that occur on your property(ies) and the types of 

events that take place there.  

Examine as many possible scenarios as possible when 

developing your alcohol policy and ask the following 

questions:

What is the local public opinion regarding alcohol 
use in parks and recreation areas?

What activities occur in the park that might create 
more of a demand for alcohol use?

Could alcohol use compound hazards of certain 
park activities (e.g., swimming, diving, boating, 

hunting)? Especially regarding large groups, keep in 

mind this question: Who is responsible for cutting 

off someone who has had too much to drink?

Are there high-hazard areas where it might be 
prudent to limit or ban alcohol consumption?

What resources would it take to ban alcohol entirely 
from the park and to enforce the ban?

What resources would it take to partially ban 
alcohol and to enforce that policy?

Would more law enforcement presence be needed if 
alcohol is allowed?

What resources would it take to patrol and 
regulate park activities if there were no limitations 
on alcohol?

Should the park require use of a caterer or licensed 
bartender?

Should the park require insurance coverage of 
event hosts, especially if alcohol will be served?

Should the park require a liquor license or park 
permit of park users when they serve alcohol?

Should the park require a licensed bar tender if 
alcohol is being served?

How will the park post the policy and where?

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
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