
SANITATION

GENERAL BEST PRACTICES
Aside from all other expectations of a park, the public expects to find 

clean, well-maintained and safe facilities. Maintaining sanitation in a 

park requires planning and forethought. 

Attention should be paid to establishing processes and schedules for 

maintaining the cleanliness and the sanitary conditions of the park. 

Procedures and routines for picking up and removing litter and trash 

and recyclables should be established, evaluated and adjusted as 

needed so that discarded objects do not interfere with the public’s 

enjoyment of the park.
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Procedures
Establishing procedures will help avoid problems 

that can plague your parks such as having a rundown 

appearance, or an infestation of flies, bees, mice, rats 

and other animals. Be sure to include plans for:

Collecting trash and recyclables.

Collection of ashes.

Park clean-up.

Cleaning of facilities.

Regular maintenance and record keeping.

Be aware of and comply with state, local and federal 

laws related to sanitation. Some areas may have 

specific requirements for trash receptacles, such as 

being fly- and waterproof. 

Also, create a plan to evaluate cleanliness of the park. 

It may take several adjustments to the frequency with 

which these activities are performed to determine the 

proper schedule to keep the park clean and sanitary. 

You may also find that you have to adjust your 

schedules multiple times during the year based on the 

actual number of visitors you receive.

Resources
Some of the Minnesota laws and administrative rules 

most relevant to sanitation at public parks are:*

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 327: See 327.14-327.29, 
Manufactured Home Parks and Camping Areas

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 4630, 
Camps and Mobile Home Parks

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 4720 
Public Water Supplies

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 4725

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 6100, 
Outdoor Recreation, Department of Natural 
Resources

* This is not a complete list. Be sure to consult with the county attorney or other legal 
counsel to verify compliance with all federal, state and local laws.

Some locations are easier than others to provide 

potable (drinkable) water, whether it be through 

modern municipal water supplies or a pump and well. 

It is probably easiest to plan for and install drinking 

water installations early in the park development 

process. Each situation is different, so it is important 

to consider plans for use of park space and also to 

anticipate future expansion. 

Considerations such as federal, state and local laws are 

also important. Some other issues you should consider 

in relation to drinking water needs include, but are not 

limited to:

Size of the park.

Facilities and amenities available.

Projected number of park users by season.

Proximity to potable water.

In your review of these laws and ordinances, you 

may find that you are in a situation with specific 

requirements for access to potable water, such as with 

some campgrounds. Some of the requirements are as 

detailed as the daily quantity of water and proximity to 

the source of water. In cases like this, supply of 

DRINKING WATER
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drinking water may end up being a limiting factor in 

facility design.

In all cases, like with other amenities and facilities, you 

should plan for maintenance, inspection of equipment 

and record keeping. You should also establish a 

procedure for testing drinking water quality and 

assuring the safety of the water. As with other aspects 

of planning, consult with the county attorney and 

verify that you are aware of any federal, state and local 

requirements for water testing.

TOILETS AND VAULT TOILETS

Toilets
One of the first questions to answer in regards to 

installing toilets and clean water in a park is whether 

or not either one or both are required. 

If there is a requirement, then there will often be 

dictates as to the number of facilities with details as 

specific as the number of commodes or urinals that 

need to be installed. Next you will have to determine if 

temporary facilities would suffice or if something more 

permanent would be required. 

Even if not required, toilet facilities may be desirable. 

Like all other equipment and facilities, proper cleaning 

and maintenance should be planned and implemented.

Vault Toilets
A typical vault toilet has a vault buried in the ground 

to collect waste. A concrete slab is poured in place 

directly over it. The building is installed on the slab 

with connections to the vault for the toilet and vent 

pipe. When designed correctly, this type of system 

provides a relatively odor-free toilet that requires no 

running water and can be an efficient lavatory solution 

for park settings. Proper maintenance helps keep odors 

to a minimum and reduce hazardous exposures.

TOILET SANITATION

Proper sanitation for toilet facilities is especially 

important due to picnic activity that often occurs in 

parks. Vault toilets usually do not have running water for 

washing hands. Consider securely installing a waterless 

hand sanitizer dispenser. These types of dispensers are 

commonly found in rented portable toilets. 

Place the toilet on an inspection, cleaning and 

resupply schedule. The inside of the structure should 

be periodically washed down with a bleach-based 

cleaning solution. Maintaining the water level within 

the waste vault above the waste level and using proper 

chemicals and additives will help reduce the odor and 

fly population. 

TOILET SEAT

The toilet seat must be able to close securely. An 

open pit can increase the odor within the structure 

and attract flies and pests. The lack of a cover also 

increases chances that a small, unattended child could 

accidentally fall into the pit. Install a hinged cover 

over the pit opening. Also, rig the cover so that it is 

self-closing.

VANDALISM

Vault toilets are often targets of vandalism. Consider 

vandal-resistant materials for construction of the 
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facility, such as precast concrete, concrete masonry 

block and brick. In addition, trash thrown into the 

containment vault can clog pumps used to empty 

chamber contents. Post a sign that reads “Please don’t 

discard trash in toilet” to help mitigate this problem. 

Vault Toilet Resources
“ In Depth Design and Maintenance Manual for 
Vault Toilets” produced by the Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture

“ Guidelines for the Selection of a Toilet Facility” 
produced by the Forest Service Technology 
and Development Center, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

PLANTS AND ANIMALS

Flies, Bees, Bugs and Other Nuisance Animals
Proper planning for sanitation is key to keeping other 

nuisances under control. Who has not had a picnic 

ruined by the arrival of too many bees or other insects? 

Collection and removal of trash, litter and recyclables 

helps keep the many nuisance animals under control. 

In addition to insects and small mammals, there 

are areas of the state where raccoons, coyotes and 

bears can wreak havoc in a public park. Every effort 

should be made to disuade these animals from being 

comfortable around park patrons.

Poison Ivy and Other Noxious Plants
In examining the regulations established for parks 

and campgrounds, you will discover that there are 

a number of regulations that vary depending on the 

specifics of the location, and this is true for poison ivy 

and other noxious plants. 

In some instances, there is a requirement that 

campgrounds be placed only in areas free of poison 

ivy and other noxious plants. Anyone considering a 

park should take this into consideration. Even if there 

is no requirement for your particular situation, it 

may be advantageous to identify areas free of plants 

considered noxious or take efforts to eradicate them 

prior to developing the land for use as a park.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust, 100 Empire Dr., Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org
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