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GROUNDSKEEPING BEST PRACTICES
To keep parks looking good and free from hazards, such as 

dead limbs, rotting trees and overgrown trails, you must employ 

good groundskeeping measures. Because there are so many 

groundskeeping operations, different types of equipment are 

required. Each piece of equipment may pose inherent hazards. You 

should have procedures in place to promote the safe use and care of 

the equipment.
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TRAINING
Inexperienced workers should never operate 

equipment until they have been properly trained. Both 

park employees and volunteers should be trained on 

equipment use and care. Groundskeepers should be 

familiar with the owner’s manual for each piece of 

mechanical equipment and know how to disengage and 

stop it quickly in the event of an accident. 

In addition employees should learn how properly 

to wear or use the personal protective equipment 

(PPE) necessary to perform a task safely. If a task has 

specific risks related to its performance, the employee 

or volunteer needs to understand how best to protect 

him- or herself from the hazard.

Records of these and other hazard exposure training 

must be retained for a minimum of three years as 

required by the Employee Right to Know Act of 

Minnesota.

GENERAL SAFETY
In addition to being a part of training, the following 

safety items should always be addressed.

All equipment should be carefully inspected for 
loose, broken or damaged parts. Repair or replace 
the equipment prior to use.

Electrically operated equipment must be properly 
grounded or double insulated.

Always check the work area for potential hazards. 
Remove debris that could potentially be thrown by 
the equipment.

Never operate gasoline- or diesel-powered 
equipment inside a building, unless appropriate 
ventilation is provided.

Pay attention to weather conditions; and adjust 
clothing, personal protective equipment and the 
work detail to mitigate harm.

Never remove or tamper with discharge chute or 
other factory-installed safety guards.

When fueling or refueling, always:

 y Use flash-proof safety cans.
 y Make sure equipment is turned off and power supply is 

disconnected.
 y Allow engine to cool down.
 y Open fuel cap slowly to release pressure.
 y Fill outside and clean up spills immediately.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
You should analyze all groundskeeping tasks and 

determine the kinds of PPE to be used for each specific 

operation. You should always observe OSHA standards 

for PPE. These are some basic guidelines:

Properly fitted, long- or short-sleeved shirts and 
long pants can protect from scratches, cuts and 
bites, as well as help prevent injury from the sun.

High-top, lace-up shoes and boots with traction 
soles and steel-reinforced toes provide support and 
protection to toes, feet and ankles. Chainsaw boots 
require higher standards.

Face shields or goggles protect eyes from dust or 
flying particles.

Wraparound glasses or safety glasses with side 
shields protect against flying particles and can be 
equipped with UVA and UVB protection to reduce 
exposure to the sun’s rays.

Appropriate hearing protection (ear muffs, ear 
plugs) help provide protection from noise produced 
by equipment.

Proper respiratory equipment may be necessary in 
extremely dusty conditions.

Gloves should be selected based on the task to be 
performed. Different glove styles provide hand 
protection from hazards, such as cuts, scrapes, 
chemical/thermal burns and vibrating equipment.

A high-visibility vest must be worn if working near 
vehicular traffic.

CHEMICAL SAFETY
When using chemicals, it is important that all 

containers are labeled properly and that safety data 

sheets (SDS) are readily available for each material. 

Read all SDS carefully before using a material to 

understand use, hazards, first aid, proper PPE and 

other information. Chemicals can be carried on clothes. 

Employees should bring an extra set of clothes and 

wash contaminated clothing separately.

SPECIFIC TO CHAIN SAW USE 
Given the number of trees that must be maintained in 

parks, chain saws are an essential piece of equipment. 

Groundskeepers must be trained on their use, wear 

appropriate protective equipment and keep the 

chainsaw in good, working condition. OSHA logging 
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operation standards must also be followed, even if 

employees are simply trimming and clearing branches 

and brush.

Training
Before using a chainsaw, employees must be formally 

trained in hazard recognition, and the safe use, 

operation and maintenance of tools, machines and 

vehicles. This is OSHA-required training, and you 

should keep records of this training.

Personal Protective Equipment
Essential to the safe operation of a chainsaw, the 

following clothing and PPE should be worn, depending 

on the specific hazards to which an employee 

is exposed. 

Clothing should be close-fitting with no 
loose material.

Gloves must be made of a material that is cut and 
puncture resistant. Gloves offer a good grip on the 
chainsaw and absorb some of the vibration, as well 
as offering protection for the hands. Gloves also 
help prevent cuts when sharpening the saw.

Leg coverings must be made of cut-resistant 
material, such as ballistic nylon, that covers the full 
length of the thigh to the top of the boot on each leg.

Footwear must be made from cut-resistant 
materials that offer protection from contact with 
running chain saws. Footwear should cover and 
support the foot and ankle, be waterproof or water 
repellent and offer adequate traction.

Safety glasses with side shields and a face shield 
should be worn to protect the eyes and face.

Ear muffs or ear plugs should be used to 
protect hearing.

Hard hats should be worn. Chainsaw helmets 
are also available that provide head, ear and face 
protection.

First Aid and CPR Training
Every employee in the work area where chainsaws are 

in use must be trained in first aid and be CPR-certified. 

In addition, there must be first-aid kits at each work 

site and in each vehicle. The number of first-aid kits 

and the content of each kit should reflect the number 

of employees and the hazards reasonably anticipated 

at the work site. OSHA requires a minimum amount 

of materials in these first-aid kits. The list of first-aid 

materials can be found in OSHA regulation 1910.266  

App A.

EQUIPMENT CHECKLISTS
Because of the greater risk inherent when using certain 

kinds of equipment, more detailed safety checklists 

are included in the Appendix. These can be used by 

groundskeeping staff and volunteers.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
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