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ARCHERY RANGES

At its most basic, archery can be defined as shooting at a target with 

a bow and arrow. Target archery, using bulls-eye style, multi-colored 

targets at set distances are found at most ranges. However, parks 

often add field archery and 3-D archery in addition to traditional 

target archery. 

Field archery is a course set in the woods with targets at ranging 

distances. 3-D archery includes the use of animal targets in place 

of paper targets. Often, ranges will combine components of each of 

these types of archery. 
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It is important that you consider the layout of the 

course during its design to mitigate safety risks. In 

addition to periodic inspection and maintenance, 

you should incorporate signage and other controls 

as most archery ranges in parks are unstaffed and 

unsupervised.

DESIGN
When considering adding an archery range to your 

park, a carefully planned layout and design can help 

eliminate many safety hazards. Consideration should 

be given to consulting a professional range architect. 

When designing the archery range, consider the 

following:

  The areas adjacent to the range—Are there walking 
paths, roads or other activity areas near the 
site of the range that could be within range of a 
misfired arrow? 

  The topography of the area—Can natural features 
be incorporated into the range that create safety 
barriers? Utilizing downhill slopes on field archery 
ranges creates natural backstops behind targets. 

  Controlled access—To reduce the chance of 
people wandering onto the range, access should 
be controlled. Often natural barriers should be 
sufficient, but fencing may be required in more 
populated areas. 

  Safety buffer zones—Cleared areas should be 
created on each side of the range and behind the 
targets. The dimensions of these zones will vary 
with the type and distance of each range.

  Adding barriers—Earthen berms, netting and walls 
may need to be added if space is limited. Netting is 
fabricated from a number of materials but should 
only be used in designated areas for low-weight 
bows or as a secondary barrier. No netting can stop 
all arrows fired from higher weight bows. 

  Paths between shooting lanes—These should be 
clear and free of obstruction.

  Entrances and exits to each range and shooting 
lanes—These should be well-defined and 
clearly marked.

  Shooting lines—These should be clearly marked 
and defined. Ample space should be given for the 
shooting line. If the archery range will experience 
heavy use, consideration should be given to 
creating a waiting and spectator area behind the 
shooting line.

  Broadhead arrows and crossbows usage—This 
equipment causes more damage to targets because 
of their design and force. Special shooting lanes 
should be created for this type of archery with 
attention given to stronger target design.

SIGNAGE
As most archery ranges at parks are unstaffed, signage 

is important to indicate proper conduct and rules of 

the range, as well as to provide warning of danger 

zones. Signage you should consider:

  Signs posted along perimeter of range to warn 
public of danger zones. These same signs should be 
placed on field archery courses to indicate unsafe 
zones when searching for arrows.

  General rules signs, indicating rules, procedures 
and range etiquette.

  If broadheads or crossbow areas are in place, 
signage should indicate those designated areas.

INSPECTIONS AND MAINTENANCE
You should conduct inspections of the range 

periodically based on volume of use. These inspections 

may include, but are not limited to:

  Target condition—Targets should be stable and 
braced. The target frame should be free of splinters, 
and the backing materials should not allow arrows 
to pass through the target.

  Paths and shooting lanes—They should be clear of 
debris and other tripping hazards.

  Harmful vegetation, bee’s nests and other natural 
hazards—These should be removed.

  Safety buffer zones (area behind the targets)—These 
should be cleared of debris and stray arrows. 

  Signage—It should be in place and readable.

RESOURCE
“Archery Park Guide” from the Archery Trade Association 

is a detailed manual for parks and recreation agencies 

deciding whether to provide an archery park. 
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