
GEOCACHING

Geocaching is an activity where people use the Global Positioning 

System (GPS) to locate a cache. A cache is typically a trinket and log 

book placed in a waterproof container, bag or small can hidden in 

a hollow tree, under a rock or in a wooded area. Caches are listed 

on the Internet at Geocaching.com by people who choose to place 

them at a specific location, allowing others to track that cache, 

take a trinket and often replace it with something new and sign 

the log book. It allows geocachers to use today’s technology while 

experiencing the beauty and recreational opportunities within your 

park systems. Often these enthusiasts follow the “cache in/trash out” 

code of conduct and help keep parks clean. 
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Geocaching.com is a resource that can be used 

to identify caches within your parks, to receive 

notifications when new caches are placed there and to 

communicate with geocachers in your area.

GEOCACHING GUIDELINES
Your parks may already have hidden caches. If 

geocaching is allowed, guidelines should be written 

into policy and enforced. To better control this activity, 

consider adopting the following guidelines:

All caches should be registered and approved 
through the Parks Department before being placed 
and published. 

Caches should not be allowed on regional trails or 
in campgrounds, beaches, picnic areas, playgrounds 
or areas that are environmentally sensitive.

Caches should not be buried or otherwise harm 
vegetation and park facilities.

Access to caches should be subject to park 
ordinances, including hours of operation and daily 
parking fees.

Caches should not contain items that are offensive 
to others, illegal or dangerous, including firearms 
and drugs.

Caches should contain no food or alcohol.

Caches should be separated by a distance of at least 
one-tenth of a mile (approximately 500 feet).

Caches should be located near existing trails.

Caches should not be placed in areas that could 
potentially cause harm to visitors trying to locate 
the cache. For example, these would include areas 
where geocachers would risk climbing and falling.

Caches should be permitted for a set period, 
often one to two years. The cache should then be 
removed or renewed for another period by the 
person who placed it, or the Parks Department may 
remove the cache.

The Parks Department should retain the right to 
check and have any cache removed by the person 
who placed it or by park staff.

Individuals placing caches are responsible for 
monitoring and maintaining them.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust, 100 Empire Dr., Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org
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