
HUNTING

17
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Traditionally, hunting in Minnesota has taken place on land owned by 

private groups and federal and state agencies. Prevalent in northern 

Minnesota, county-managed tax-forfeited lands have also been 

open to hunting. As more county parkland is acquired, requests for 

hunting on those lands have grown. 
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Your organization should give strong consideration 

to creating and implementing a policy to address 

potential risk exposures that might arise from hunting 

on county parkland.

DETERMINE THE RISKS
Hunting is primarily regulated by the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources. The DNR provides 

guidance on its website and in its publications as 

pertains to hunting regulations, licensing and where a 

hunter may go. 

When opening parkland to hunters, your organization 

should consider the following:

Are there state or local ordinances that govern 
hunting in the proposed area?

What are the adjacent land uses? Are the proposed 
hunting lands near populated areas, roads, trails, 
structures or other forms of recreation? Is there 
enough distance or other buffers to protect people 
and property from accidental weapon discharge?

What type of hunting will be allowed, if any? Will 
you restrict the types of firearms and weapons?

If hunting is permitted in areas with general public 
access, will you restrict access? Will portions of the 
park be closed during times of hunting?

If hunting is permitted on lands used by the public 

for other purposes, you need to have a means to make 

those park users aware of the activity. Signage should 

be installed to make the public aware of the times, 

dates and locations of hunting activity. These signs 

should be placed in conspicuous locations around the 

park for greatest visibility and awareness. You should 

also consider restricting access to the park during 

times allowed for hunting.

ESTABLISH RULES AND PROCEDURES
Hunting rules and other information should also be 

included in the description of the park on the county’s 

or entity’s website or other publications.

In addition to protecting park users, you should have 

a means of controlling the number of hunters on your 

parkland. Consider a permit to hunt on your parkland. 

Permitting allows better control of the activity. Your 

organization should enact rules and regulations 

relative to the number and qualifications for obtaining 

a permit prior to issuing permits. When granting a 

hunting permit, it is prudent to include a waiver and a 

hold harmless and indemnification agreement. Consult 

your legal counsel when establishing a permit process.

Establish rules prohibiting the improvement or altering 

of the land, such as prohibiting hunting structures and 

stands, so as not to alter the natural features of land. 

You should also prohibit clearing or trimming of trees 

for sight lines. Also be sure to spell out rules for ATV 

and other vehicle use. 

Resource
Hunting and Trapping page of the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources website includes a 

variety of information about these activities’ licensing 

and regulations. 

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
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