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OUTDOOR ICE SKATING RINKS

Ice skating is a popular winter activity in Minnesota. If your park 

provides outdoor skating rinks, it is important to design and lay out 

the rinks carefully for the best safety of users and bystanders.

If two rinks are available, one should be designated for hockey and 

the other for pleasure skating. If only one rink is used, signs should 

be posted that indicate which hours the rink is to be used for hockey 

and which hours for pleasure skating. The design should also be 

reviewed to mitigate the potential for stray pucks coming in contact 

with vehicles, pleasure skaters, pedestrians or other structures 

in the area.
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REGULAR INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE
You should establish a regular and systematic 

inspection and maintenance program for ice rinks. 

The timing of these inspections should reflect rink 

usage and condition. Keep records of inspections and 

repairs, including checklists used and manufacturer’s 

maintenance instructions if available. The person 

responsible for the inspection should sign and date the 

form used. If a problem is found, it should be noted 

and fixed as soon as possible.

Dasher Boards
Dasher boards surround the perimeter of the rink and 

are subjected to intense use and frequent skater contact. 

They require ongoing maintenance to keep them free of 

hazards. Routine inspections should look for:

Missing or protruding screw heads.

Broken, loose or jagged pieces of dasher board.

Loose or malfunctioning hardware.

Cracks or gaps that could catch a skate blade or 
hockey stick.

Sections of dasher board that are no longer flush 
with one another or have become unstable.

All fasteners, backer panels and the like should 
be tightened.

Gates
Gates should open and close smoothly. When closed, 

the gate should be flush with the dasher boards. When 

inspecting gates, check for the following:

Gates close and latch properly. 

Gates are flush with the rest of the board set 
when closed.

Gate openings have no sharp edges or protrusions 
that can catch skaters or their clothing. 

Worn latch plates. They should be replaced as 
necessary to avoid damage to the metal strikers.

Worn or bent hinges. Replace or lubricate (if 
required). 

Backstops and Shielding
Puck backstops and other shielding are typically 

constructed of chain link fence or Plexiglass to protect 

people and property from flying pucks. This shielding 

should also be routinely inspected and maintained. 

Chainlink shielding should be inspected for: 

Sharp edges.

Fencing not secured to support poles.

Metal connecting straps that are bent and 
protruding outward.

End supports not covered with impact-
absorbing material.

Gaps between shielding and top of dasher board.

Plexiglass shielding:

Make sure all fasteners on shield support posts are 
tight and that all shields are aligned and tight in 
support channels.

Look for cracks, sharp edges or broken pieces.

General Inspection and Maintenance
 In addition to the dasher board, gate and shielding 

inspection and maintenance, the following should be 

routinely checked:

Bleachers should be in good condition and 
compliant with the Minnesota Bleacher Safety Act.

Hockey goals should be in good condition. Nets 
have not come loose from the frames, and frames 
are not cracked or broken.

Hockey goals should not be melted into the ice so 
they become immovable.

If the rink is illuminated, the lights should properly 
illuminate the skating area and operate correctly.

Signage should be in place and legible.

Ice surface should be free of ruts, deep chips and 
other irregularities.

See Chapter 14 for information about bleachers.
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SIGNAGE
Signage should be visible to all rink users. At a 

minimum, it should be located near entrances to the 

rink and adjacent areas. Signs should include the 

following information:

The hours the rink is open under normal 
conditions.

Restrictions pertaining to rink closure conditions.

No horseplay.

No smoking or alcohol allowed.

No loitering.

No hockey games on the pleasure rinks.

Hockey players must wear helmets/face shields.

No vehicles or bicycles on the ice.

Other information, including whether an attendant 

is on duty and what to do in case of an emergency, 

should also be included on signs. 

Resource
Ice Skating Institute is an organization dedicated to 

providing leadership, education and services to the ice 

skating industry.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust, 100 Empire Dr., Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org
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