
PICNIC AREAS

In addition to tables, a picnic area may include amenities such as 

grills, water fountains, trash receptacles and shelters. To help keep 

picnickers safe, you should consider the following when adding a 

new picnic area or maintaining existing sites.
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PICNIC AREA DESIGN
Secure or anchor tables and grills when applicable.

Locate grills a safe distance from picnic tables, 
play equipment and walking paths to mitigate 
burn exposure.

Protect all outdoor electrical receptacles with 
ground fault interruption and have weatherproof 
safety covers. 

Consider signage that details:

 y Hours of use.
 y Attendance and control of grills.
 y Supervision of children around grills.
 y Proper disposal of ashes.

See Chapter 3 for more information about written 
agreements and facility use if you plan to reserve or 
rent picnic shelters

INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE
Staff should regularly inspect facilities and equipment 

to ensure that the following conditions are maintained.

Electrical panels and plugs have safety covers in 
place and are working properly.

All surfaces are cleanly painted with no rotten 
lumber or rusted metal. Siding or trim pieces 
should not be loose or missing.

Concrete has a smooth surface and no large cracks, 
uneven surfaces or holes that may cause tripping.

Hardware and bracing are structurally sound 
and intact.

Seating surfaces and table tops are clean and free 
of protrusions. No catch points, splinters or sharp 
edges are exposed.

Nails, bolts or screws are flush with surfaces.

Painted surfaces are in good repair with no rotten 
wood or rusted metal.

Grills are operational and have minimal rust and 
metal deterioration.

Grill racks are operational and secure to main body. 
Grill racks have minimal grease build-up. 

Area around grills is free of combustible material.

Grill foundations are intact and do not create a 
tripping hazard. Grill is secure and sturdy, and has 
not been vandalized.

Dumpsters/garbage cans are emptied and 
maintained. Staff should use caution when  
handling trash bags, as they may contain broken 
or sharp objects.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust, 100 Empire Dr., Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org

Special thanks to Three Rivers Park District for sharing its photography for use in this guide.

© 2015 Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust


