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VEHICLE SAFETY
VEHICLE SAFETY

26
More than any other department, public works employees operate a 

variety of vehicles and equipment. Because of this, employees can be 

exposed to several types of hazards when operating these vehicles. 
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Although all employees operating vehicles should have 

a valid driver’s license and follow applicable laws, 

the following items should be considered as part of a 

vehicle safety program:

Drivers should be familiar with the operating 
manual of the vehicle they operate and have 
received thorough training on its operation and in 
recognition of unsafe or hazardous conditions 

Employees who work near vehicles should be 
trained about safe procedures for working around 
vehicles and about hazard recognition.

Large vehicles should be equipped with 
backup alarms.

Training about vehicle use should include 
identification of blind spots for each particular 
piece of machinery. Consider using vehicles with 
cameras to monitor blind spots. 

Employees should make visual, voice or signal 
communication with vehicle operators prior to 
approaching equipment and maintain visibility with 
the operator while approaching. Eye contact with 
the driver is recommended. 

Employees who work around vehicles should wear 
high-visibility vests.

Nonroad vehicles should only be operated in 
designated areas whenever possible.

Vibration should be reduced whenever possible. 
Consider vibration-resistant devices or frequent 
worker rotation and breaks if excessive vibration 
exists. Regular maintenance may help reduce 
vibration.

Vehicles are often noisy; employees operating 
vehicles or in close proximity to vehicles for 
extended periods may need to be part of a hearing 
conservation program. Review Chapter 34 for more 
information.

Be aware of temperature extremes and ergonomics, 
including vibration, when operating vehicles. Refer 
to the temperature extremes and ergonomics 
Chapters 25 and 32 respectively for more 
information.

A daily inspection should be made of each vehicle 
before use and a record kept of these inspections.

Periodic preventive maintenance checks should also 
be performed by certified in-house or reputable 
independent mechanics. These checks should be 
based on vehicle manufacturers’ recommendations 
and include scheduled repair items, recalls and 
problems noted by drivers. Records of these 
maintenance checks should also be retained.

When a vehicle is operated away from public 
works buildings, it should be equipped with a fire 
extinguisher of a size and style to best handle 

an emergency specific to the equipment. It is 
important to include monthly inspections of vehicle 
fire extinguishers to assure they have not been 
removed, are not damaged and still hold a charge. 
These monthly inspections are in addition to the 
yearly service provided by a third-party vendor and 
should be recorded on the back of the service tag.

A first-aid kit of supplies adequate for the types of 
injuries expected on the job should be located in 
any vehicle that travels beyond areas where medical 
services are available. These kits should be readily 
accessible and periodically inspected for content 
and expired products. 

Loose items should be secured inside the cab of 
the vehicle. In the event of a quick stop or accident, 
loose items can distract or injure occupants.

Operators should always use three points of contact 
when entering or exiting any vehicle to help protect 
against slips, trips and falls. If climbing is required, 
the operator should face toward the vehicle when 
entering or exiting. The operator should never 
jump from a vehicle. MCIT has specific resources to 
promote using three points of contact. For posters, 
vehicle stickers, mini fliers and a training script, call 
MCIT toll-free at 1.866.547.6516 or visit MCIT.org/
step-wisely/.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING TRAINING
Consideration should be given to providing defensive 

driving training for all employees. Defensive driving 

training helps employees anticipate situations, rather 

than react to them, and make safe, well-informed 

decisions based on road and environmental conditions. 

Defensive driving means understanding a vehicle’s 

capabilities and limitations, and maintaining control 

while maneuvering it away from hazards. In addition 

to helping protect the fleet from physical damage; 

defensive driving also helps prevent injuries to 

employees and citizens. 

MCIT offers defensive driving training to its members 

at no charge. Classes can be held on site or online. On-

site classes can be tailored to meet the needs of public 

works departments. 

For more information about or to schedule defensive 
driving training, members should call MCIT toll-free 
at 1.866.547.6516 or e-mail info@mcit.org. Further 
safety rules and regulations regarding vehicle safety 
are primarily provided in Minnesota Administrative 
Rule 5207.1000, Operation of Mobile Earth-moving 
Equipment.
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VEHICLE SAFETY CHECK LIST

ITEM YES NO ACTION ITEM

Are employees trained on each vehicle they operate, including blind spots and 
hazard recognition?

Are employees who work around large vehicles trained about safe work 
procedures and hazard recognition?

Are all nonroad vehicles equipped with backup alarms or cameras to monitor 
blind spots?

Are all nonroad vehicles used within their designated areas?

Do employees make visual, voice or signal communication and make eye 
contact with drivers when approaching vehicles?

Have excessive vibration, noise or temperatures been addressed?

Are inspections made on vehicles before operation?

Are periodic preventive maintenance checks performed by certified in-house or 
reputable independent mechanics?

Are inspections and maintenance checks recorded and retained?

Are fire extinguishers located in vehicles that operate away from the shop?

Are fire extinguishers inspected monthly and serviced annually?

Are first-aid kits located in vehicles that travel beyond readily available medical 
services and contain materials appropriate to exposures?

Are first-aid kits periodically inspected for missing or expired products and 
refilled as needed? 

Are loose items secured inside vehicles?

Do all vehicle operators maintain three points of contact when entering and 
exiting vehicles?

Is defensive driving training a part of the employee safety program?

This manual  is  intended for general  information purposes only and should not be construed as legal  or coverage 
advice on any specif ic  matter .  The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the 
information provided in this  guide.

Questions concerning this guide should be directed to MCIT Loss Control  at  1 .866.547.6516.
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