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AERIAL LIFTS
AERIAL LIFTS

3
Not all tasks can be done from the ground. Aerial lifts are often used 

to reach inaccessible areas overhead and are equipped with some sort 

of platform or bucket to move people and equipment to these areas. 

Due to the nature of their operation, aerial lifts pose safety risks that 

should be understood and addressed. 

Many of the risks associated with lifts occur when they are raised. 

Tip overs, falls, contact with objects and electrocution are some of 

the more common hazards related to aerial lift operation. In addition, 

without proper restraint, ejection from the bucket or platform can 

occur at any height if the lift is jarred during movement. 



PUBLIC WORKS LOSS PREVENTION BEST PRACTICES GUIDE  PAGE 8

Employees should be trained specifically on each lift 

they use, understand the hazards and always conduct 

pre-start inspections. 

PRE-START INSPECTIONS
Before using an aerial lift, two separate inspections 

should always be performed. The first is an equipment 

check. Function controls, fluid levels and warning 

devices are just some of the items that should be 

checked before use. Employing a pre-use check list 

would help ensure a more thorough and documented 

inspection. 

The second inspection is a site inspection. It should be 

conducted before operating in an area. Ruts, slopes, 

unstable ground and debris can create conditions that 

adversely affect the stability of the lift and should be 

avoided or addressed.

OTHER SAFETY POINTS
Always keep feet on the floor of the platform or 
bucket; do not lean over or climb on guardrails.

Never use ladders or other equipment to further 
extend your height from the lift platform.

Always use fall restraint/arrest protection 
equipment that is attached to an identified location 
on the boom or bucket, not other structures outside 
the platform. A body harness should be worn and 
connected as soon as you or any other worker 
enters the platform or bucket. Note: This safety 
point applies to all aerial lifts with the possible 
exception of scissor lifts. Please see notation below 
concerning fall protection with those lifts.

Always have a thorough understanding of the 
specific load capacity, wind tolerance, reach and 
other limitations of the lift to be used. Do not 
exceed these limits.

If used outdoors, always be aware of weather 
conditions that could adversely affect lift operation.

Always be aware of what is in the travel path of the 
lift. Avoid electrical lines and other objects into 
which the lift or you could collide. Always be aware 
of your overhead clearance. 

Never use aerial equipment in place of a crane to 
lift materials. Ensure loads are not larger than the 
platform or bucket.

Never travel with the lift raised more than what is 
given in the manufacturer’s instructions.

Never travel with someone in the elevated bucket 
or platform unless the equipment is specifically 
designed for that use.

If the aerial lift has both platform controls and 
lower level controls and the worker is on the 
platform, the lower controls should not be operated 
without express consent from the worker, except in 
an emergency situation.

Always ensure that the lift is stable before 
beginning work. If equipment has outriggers, they 
should be positioned on a solid, level surface, and 
the brakes should be set.

If operations require the lift to be positioned on an 
incline, wheel chocks must be used, provided they 
can be safely installed.

SCISSOR LIFTS
Falling from any aerial lift, including scissor lifts, is a 

risk that should always be addressed and mitigated. 

However, OSHA does not require employees to be 

tied off when using scissor lifts as long as protection 

is provided by standard guardrails. It would still be 

prudent to employ restraint protection when working 

near or leaning on the guardrails. 

Further safety rules and regulations regarding aerial 
lifts can be primarily found in OSHA Standard 29 
CFR1910.67, Vehicle-mounted Elevating and Rotating 
Work Platforms.
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AERIAL LIFT CHECK LIST

ITEM YES NO ACTION ITEM

Are employees trained on the operation of the specific aerial lift before they 
operate it?

Is there an inspection of the components and functions of the aerial lift 
before use?

Is a check list used to help ensure a complete pre-start inspection? 

Are areas of operation inspected for features that could adversely affect the 
stability, operation or safety of the aerial lift?

Are aerial lift operators required to wear and attach fall restraint/arrest 
equipment anytime they enter and use the platform or bucket?

If operating a scissor lift, are all guard rails intact and is the entry door 
locked shut before use?

This manual  is  intended for general  information purposes only and should not be construed as legal  or  coverage 
advice on any specif ic  matter .  The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the 
information provided in this  guide.

Questions concerning this guide should be directed to MCIT Loss Control  at  1 .866.547.6516.
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