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APPLIANCES

Just as vehicles need fuel to operate, so it seems many people need 

coffee to get going. Unlike most coffee makers at home that are 

mainly used only for a short time, the coffee maker in the break room 

may be in continuous use during the work day. In addition, other 

appliances are used regularly: refrigerators, microwaves, toasters, etc. 

As with other equipment, appliances should be assessed from the 

perspective of safety. 
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Accidental fires and electrocution are among the 

most common safety hazards associated with 

appliances. However, members can take steps to 

reduce these hazards:

  Use only commercial grade UL* or another nationally 
recognized testing laboratory approved appliances. 
Residential grade appliances are not made to stand 
up to the use typically found in work settings.

  Ensure appliances have grounded plugs or are 
double insulated to reduce the risk of people 
being shocked.

  Plug appliances that use liquids into ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets. These protected 
circuits are designed to cut off power when a 
disturbance in current is detected, which could 
signal possible electrocution.

  Plug appliances located within 6 feet of a water 
source or in areas where there could be wet floors 
or surfaces into a GFCI protected outlet.

  Plug appliances directly into wall outlets, not into 
extension cords or power strips.

  Unplug appliances that incorporate heating 
elements at the end of the work day.

  Immediately remove or repair appliances when 
there are signs of component damage.

  Locate appliances incorporating heating elements 
in designated break room areas on a laminated or 
metal surface away from combustible materials.

  Ensure that space heaters have a high-temperature 
shutoff device, have built-in tip over protection, 
and are positioned away from flammable and 
combustible materials.

Always follow the manufacturer’s guidelines for the 

safe use of all appliances. If your organization has 

implemented an appliances in the workplace policy, 

follow those procedures and guidelines.

In addition to the precautions above, employees should 

not store, prepare or consume food and beverages in 

areas where toxic chemicals are used or stored.

Further safety rules and regulations regarding 
appliances and other electrical equipment 
can primarily be found in OSHA Standard 29 
CFR1910.303, Electrical, General.

*UL is an independent safety science company.
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APPLIANCES CHECK LIST

ITEM YES NO ACTION ITEM

Are appliances UL or another nationally recognized testing laboratory 
approved and of commercial grade?

Do all appliances have grounding, three-prong plugs?

If not, are they double insulated?

Are appliances that use liquid or are located near water sources plugged 
into ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) circuits? 

Are appliances plugged directly into outlet receptacles (not power strips or 
extension cords)?

Are appliances that use heating elements (coffee pots, toasters, etc.) 
unplugged at the end of each work day?

Are appliances that use heating elements located in a designated break 
room area on a non-combustible surface?

If space heaters are used, do they have high-temperature shutoff devices, 
have tip over protection, and are located away from flammable and 
combustible materials?

Are appliances showing signs of component damage (sparking, damaged 
plugs or cords, etc.) removed from service until repaired or replaced?

This manual  is  intended for general  information purposes only and should not be construed as legal  or coverage 
advice on any specif ic  matter .  The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the 
information provided in this  guide.

Questions concerning this guide should be directed to MCIT Loss Control  at  1 .866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental  Trust ,  100 Empire Dr. ,  Suite 100,  St .  Paul ,  MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org
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