
CAMPING

The development of a campground requires your organization to 

consider a number of issues, such as whether to allow just tents or 

also campers/recreational vehicles, the need for camp hosts and 

access to water, a policy regarding pets and horses, management of 

noxious weeds (e.g., poison ivy) and sanitation needs. 
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STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS
As with all topics, be sure you meet all state and local 

requirements. The Department of Natural Resources 

has a number of resources online in addition to its 

rules, which might affect your campground. 

The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) also has 

some regulatory authority over campgrounds. The 

MDH addresses issues ranging from the amount of 

fresh water accessible to each camp site to space 

between RVs if applicable. 

You should review Minnesota Administrative Rules 

Chapter 4630, Camps and Mobile Home Parks to 

ensure compliance. Some of the topics addressed 

include caretakers (a.k.a camp hosts), RV spacing, 

domestic animals, water supply, plumbing, sewage 

disposal, toilets, bathing and laundry facilities, 

barbecue pits, fireplaces, stoves, incinerators, garbage 

and refuse, night lighting, licensing, inspection and 

camp fires.

Other major concerns pertaining to campgrounds 

are adequate drainage, sewage treatment, plumbing 

requirements, campsite access, Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility requirements, 

maximum grade requirements for RVs, and so on.

REGISTRATION OF GUESTS
Minnesota Statutes, Section 327.11 requires the 

registration of all guests and vehicles that stay 

overnight, and Minnesota Statutes, Section 327.12 

describes the record keeping requirements. 

CARETAKERS/CAMP HOSTS
Both Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 327 and Minnesota 

Administrative Rules, Chapter 4630 address the need 

for a caretaker at each camping area. In some cases a 

caretaker must be accessible at all times. 

See Chapter 6 for specific information about 
camp hosts. 

ACCESS TO WATER
Recreational camping areas must provide access 

to drinking water within at least 400 feet of every 

campsite per Minnesota Administrative Rule 

4630.0600, Subparagraph 3. Your campsite is also 

required to conform to design, quality and quantity of 

water specifications, and other issues. Be sure to verify 

compliance with all federal, state and local laws.

SANITATION
Campsites also must meet requirements related to 

sanitation. Minnesota Administrative Rule 4630.0900 

gives ratios for the number of sites to the number of 

toilets, urinals, lavatories and showers, as well as for 

the requirements for disposal of certain other wastes.

See Chapter 11 for more details about sanitation.

POISON IVY AND NOXIOUS WEEDS
Ideally campgrounds are required to be placed in areas 

that are free of poison ivy and other noxious weeds. Of 

course, living in Minnesota, we know that poison ivy is 

common, especially in locations that seem perfect for 

a campground. If this is the case, you need to remove 

poison ivy or noxious weeds prior to establishing the 

campground.

See Chapter 11 for details about sanitation. 
See Chapter 12 for more information about 
groundskeeping.

CAMPING AGREEMENTS
Similar to when you offer park facilities for rent (see 

Chapter 3), MCIT recommends having an agreement 

for all campers. The agreement should contain the 

responsibilities of each party, a hold harmless and 

indemnification clause to protect your organization, 

and campground rules. In certain situations, a waiver 

may be appropriate. As always, you will want to check 

with the county attorney or other legal counsel in 

developing an agreement.

While going through the agreement with the camper at 
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registration, it is good practice to discuss information 

such as available facilities, campground rules, camper 

expectations and emergency information. Be sure to 

answer any questions the camper may have, as well. 

Resources
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes*

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 327—see 327.14-
327.29, Manufactured Home Parks and Camping 
Areas

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 4630, 
Camps and Mobile Home Parks

Minnesota Administrative Rules Chapter 6100, 
Outdoor Recreation, Department of Natural 
Resources

* This is not a complete list. Be sure to consult with the county attorney or other legal 
counsel to verify compliance with all federal, state and local laws.

This manual is intended for general information purposes only and should not be construed as legal or coverage advice on any specific matter. 
The appropriate experts should be consulted when making decisions regarding the information provided in this guide.

This resource contains references to various Internet sites. MCIT does not take responsibility for the information or content contained in those 
sites, nor does it exercise any control thereof. Questions concerning this guide should be directed to the MCIT Risk Control Manager at 
1.866.547.6516.
Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental Trust, 100 Empire Dr., Suite 100, St. Paul, MN 55103-1885
www.MCIT.org
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