
INTRODUCTION TO PARKS AND 
RECREATION LOSS PREVENTION

Government-funded and -maintained park and recreation areas are an 

integral part of Minnesota culture. The first Minnesota state park was 

established in 1891. Since then, the number of government-owned and 

-operated parks and recreation areas has grown exponentially.

These areas benefit regions in a number of ways; a few of which are 

support of the local economy, improved wellness of residents and 

preservation of the natural environment. For parks to be a positive 

force in the community, they need to be safe. The public puts its trust 

in your organization to ensure that this is the case. Parents expect that 

their children will play on equipment that is designed and maintained 

safely. Cyclists expect that trails will not have hidden dangers. 

Beachgoers expect that boaters will not be allowed near swimmers. 
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The various stakeholders in the park expect the 

property to have and maintain a good reputation. The 

park and/or county board expects the public to have a 

positive experience when visiting the park. 

THIS GUIDE
This guide provides information and recommendations 

to help you maintain park safety and to protect your 

organization from liability and loss. When you have 

land designated for park use, your organization must 

make decisions for how best to use the property. Will 

it be left natural and unimproved? Should trails be 

added? A playground? 

Recently, parks have been incorporating new forms of 

recreation that were relatively unknown 20 years ago: 

disk golf, mountain biking and off-leash dog parks, to 

name a few. Regardless of the improvements you make 

to the park, they should be well-planned to mitigate 

risk and liability.

Whether starting with new parkland or adding onto 

existing property, this Parks and Recreation Loss 

Prevention Best Practices Guide is designed to help you 

make informed decisions about how to protect your 

organization and park users. The book is divided into 

three general sections: 

1. Immunity defenses related to parks and recre-
ational areas (Chapter 2): You should make your-
self aware of this section, as improvements to the 
land and other courses of action may affect the 
strength of the immunity. 

2. Risk management (Chapters 3-10): From working 
with volunteers to improving facility use and 
other written agreements, these topics cover a 
wide range of issues that could potentially be 
open to risk exposure. 

3. Loss control recommendations (Chapters 12-25): 
Activities and structures commonly incorporated 
into parks are discussed.

When appropriate, references to additional resources 

have been included to help manage risks associated 

with your park and recreation operations.

FURTHER DISCUSSION
You are encouraged to contact your MCIT loss control 

and risk management consultants at 1.866.547.6516 

when you have questions regarding park operations 

from a safety and risk management standpoint. You 

should work with the county attorney or other legal 

counsel when setting up policies and procedures to 

ensure you are in compliance with applicable federal, 

state and local laws.


